<AFTER   ACHILLES'

I do not regard even that success as the zenith of Sir
William Harconrt's career. I never thought he showed
to greater advantage than when, after Mr. Gladstone's
retirement from public life and the subsequent defeat of
the Liberal Party at the Elections, he came back to the
House of Commons as Leader of the Opposition. A
more depressing, a more forlorn condition could hardly
be imagined for the leader of what was once a great
political party. The Liberals were routed, horse, foot,
and artillery, and it might have seemed a hopeless task
to try and inspire them with any new courage or fight-
ing power. Sir William Harcourt did undoubtedly
succeed in supplying them with these feelings and
qualities. I can never remember an occasion when the
Liberal Party in the House of Commons was so low
down in prospects and in hopes. StiD, it cannot be
questioned that Sir William Harcourt succeeded in
bringing them back to fighting mood and to tenacity
of purpose. Then came out in him that supreme qual-
ity of a fighting politician to which I have already made
allusion. He put fire into the hearts of his colleagues
and his followers, and he made them ready to meet the
enemy on any occasion, even where the chances of suc-
cess seemed most completely out of the order of practi-
cal possibilities. Take, for example, one great instance.
The most important measure of the new Conservative
Government in its first session was the Education Bill.
It had its many defects and faults, but I think for the
interests which my party especially represented it was
a good deal better than nothing. But I am not now
taking into account my own point of view. I am
thinking only of the splendid energy and the indom-
itable patience with which Sir William Harcourt fought
against that measure. The Government had an enor-
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